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The Colorado State Archives 
provides access to more than 

100,000 cubic feet of 
documents that tell the story of 

Colorado from its territorial 
days to the present. 
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Genealogy Resources 

• Marriage Records 

• Divorce Records 

• Prison Records 

• Corporation Search 

• Denver Birth and Death 
Index 

• WWI and WWII 

• CO Veteran’s Grave 
Registrations 

• 1885 CO Census 

• CCC Records 

• School Census 

• Naturalization Records 

• Probate Records 

Morse Family 1880’s  
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



Marriage Records 

 1883 Marriage License 
and Certificate of 
Marriage 

• Names of bride & 
groom 

• Witness’s names  

• Minister’s Name 

• Date 

 

 



Marriage Records 

 1951 Marriage License 
and Certificate of 
Marriage 

• Names of bride & 
groom 

• Address 

• Previously married 

• Witness’s names  

• Minister’s name 

• Date 

 

 



Divorce Records 

Early Divorce Decree 
(1907) 

 

• Names of plaintiff 
& defendant 

• Allegations of 
plaintiff 

• Children 
• Custody of 

children 
 



Penitentiary/Corrections Records 

 Record of Convicts  
• Name 
• When convicted 
• When received 
• Crime, sentence 
• County sent from 
• Age, height, Complexion 
• Color of eyes, Color of hair 
• Occupation 
• Where born 
• Names of parents and 

residence 
• Marital status, Name of wife 

or husband and where living 
• Whether reads and writes 
• Signature, scars and remarks 

 
 

CO State Reformatory n.d. 
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



Trademark Recordings 

  

 

 

  
• Sample of the 

company's legal 
trademark 

• The date it was 
filed and by whom 

• What the company 
produced in the 
way of 
merchandise or 
services under that 
trademark 
 



Birth/Death Records 

Co Children’s Home 1953 
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 

Colorado did not officially register births or deaths until 
about 1908. Birth and death certificates after 1908 will be 

found at the Colorado Department of Health, Vital 
Records.  

Birth records over 100 years old are open unless the person 
is still alive or they are adoption records. Death records 
over 75 years are open. Adoption records are all closed.  

 
A few counties kept birth and death information before 

1908. This information was compiled through the 
hospitals or physicians which means that home births 

and deaths were generally not recorded. 



Denver Birth Index 

  
• Name 
• Date of Birth 
• Father & Mother’s 

name 
• Sex & Color 

 
 

  

• Father’s occupation 

• Physician 

• Legitimacy 

 

 

Co Children’s Home 1953 
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



Denver Death Index 

  

• Name, Date of Death 

• Hospital 

• Sex, Color 

• Cause of Death *  

 

 

  

• Married, Single, 
Widowed, Divorced 

• Occupation 

• Interment 

 
Denver General Hospital 
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



WWII Records 

 1947 Surveys of 
Casualties from WWII in 

CO 
• Collected information 

regarding Colorado's 
enlisted men in World 
War II. 

• Provides information on 
the subject's family, 
service history, 
education, employment, 
and circumstances of 
death.  

 
 

Julius W. Kraft, Identification Card Booklet, KIA 

CO National Guard, Brighton, CO 
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



CO Veterans Grave Registration 

  

• Grave Location 

• Home address 

• Nearest relative 
& address 

• Date of 
enlistment & 
Service 

• Cause of death * 

 

 Military Affairs Collection 
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



1885 Colorado Census 

The Colorado State Archives has 
microfilmed copies of the Federal 
general population schedules for 

Colorado from 1850 - 1880 and 1900 - 
1920, the special 1885 Colorado State 
Census and the special Indian Census 

(1885-1944).  
 

The 1885 Colorado Census was a special 
state census done in conjunction with 

the federal government. 
 
 
 



1885 Colorado Census 
• Street name 
• Name, Age, Race, and 

Gender of  individuals in 
the household 

• Relationship of each 
individual to head of 
household 

• Single, Married, Widowed, 
or Divorced 

• Professional Status / Title 
Length of Unemployment 

• Illness &/or Disability 
• Blind, Deaf and Dumb, 

Idiotic, Insane, Maimed, 
Crippled,  Bedridden 

• School Attendance (only in 
the year of the census) 

• Literate and able to write 
• Birthplace 
• Parents' Birthplace 



CCC Records 
Certificate of Selection 

 

• Name & Address of 
enrollee 

• Age, place of birth and 
date of birth 

• Height, weight, color of 
eyes, color of hair 

• How many 
brothers/sisters 

• Occupation 
• Education 
• Employment 
 

Colorado National Monument, Grand Junction, Colorado 
Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives 



School Census 

1924 Archuleta 
County School 

Census 
• Name of 

student 
• Place of Birth 
• Date of Birth 
• Nationality of 

parents 
• Address 

The Miss Wolcott School, Postcard Collection  
Courtesy of the CO State Archives 



Naturalization Records 

The Colorado State Archives has 
naturalization records for many of 
the counties in Colorado. People 

immigrating to Colorado between 
1861 and 1906 could file for 

naturalized status in the county, 
district, or sometimes even the 

criminal courts.  
This function became primarily a 

federal responsibility thereafter. 

Harry M. Rhoads Photo Collection  
Courtesy of the Denver Public Library 



Naturalization Records 

• Applicant's name 
• Name of the clerk of 

the court 
• Name and title of the 

head of the state the 
applicant renounced 
allegiance to 

• Date of the 
document 

Harry M. Rhoads Photo Collection  
Courtesy of the Denver Public Library 



Probate Records 
• Name of the estate 
• Date of Filing 
• Name of the 

Deceased 
• Date of Death 
• Description of Real 

and Personal 
Property 

• Value of Estate 
• Tax Liability Due 
• Name of next of kin 

may be included in 
the will 

Denver Cemetery circa 1910 
Courtesy of the Denver Public Library 
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